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Despite India's economic growth, the country continous to witness 
poverty, marginalization and deprivation, structurally located in rural, 
tribal, slum, homeless, Dalit and Muslim households. New forms of 
social exclusion, urban poverty, environmental degradation, confict 
and violence have also emerged in the past decade, Ensuring 
inclusive development, democratic governance and sustainable 
growth require new knowledge, enhanced human competencies and 
new institutional capabilities in the country. It was expected that 
education would contribute solutions to these problems to some 
extent. However, in spite of enhanced investment of expenditure, 
leading to increased enrolment, these issues remain largely 
unattended. The role of institutions of higher education in socia 
development seems tobe the potentional missing link. 
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